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2020 VP Day Posters commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War. They feature the dedication 
and service of the Australian Navy, Army 
and Air Force in various roles during the 
Second World War and the contributions 
of Australians on the home front.

Stories of Service: The Second 
World War video series (online) is a 
new series of videos presenting the 
experiences of six unique Australians 
during the Second World War. 

The videos support the Australian Curriculum: History and 
are suitable for a range of ages and audiences.

History in Focus cards (online) 
provide information on Victory in 
Europe (VE) Day and Victory in the 
Pacific (VP) Day in a concise format 
for display and discussion.

Where Australians are at rest 
The Office of Australian War Graves 
cares for more than 19,000 Australian 
and Commonwealth war dead in 
cemeteries throughout Australia and 

Papua New Guinea. Find out where and why these graves 
are cared for and access information about those at rest 
through easy links and downloads at anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
commemoration/sites-to-visit/war-graves-and-plaques

Wartime Snapshot 28 supports the 
VP Day posters and features Prime 
Minister Chifley’s declaration of peace 
and a comprehensive description of the 
first VP Day celebrations. The essay is 
supported by a series of educational 
activities to promote student learning, 
and links to further resources.

Shifting Tides: Australia and the Pacific 
in the Second World War (online) 
is a new education resource providing 
teachers and students with an overview 
of Australia’s involvement in the war in the 
Pacific. It includes specifically designed 

questions to extend student learning through independent 
research and investigation of the issues presented.
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During the Second World War almost 

750,000 Australians, the majority 

of those who enlisted, served in 

the Australian Army. They fought in 

campaigns from the Mediterranean 

to South East Asia and New Guinea.
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During the Second World War more than 

200,000 Australians enlisted in the Royal 

Australian Air Force. They served in theatres of 

war around the world, from Western Europe 

and the Mediterranean to South East Asia, 

northern Australia and the South West Pacific.
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During the Second World War many 

Australians served on the home front in 

the armed forces, and civilians devoted 

themselves to the national effort, working 

in volunteer defence and in rural and urban 

industries geared to wartime production.

anzacportal.dv
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Background
Home front
On the morning of 15 August 1945, Australian Prime Minister Ben Chifley 
made a nation-wide address. Japan had accepted the Allies’ surrender 
conditions. The Second World War was over. 

Around the country, people poured into the streets in celebration. For years 
they had lived with rationing and austerity, they had worked hard and for long 
hours, been anxious for loved ones on active service and feared a Japanese 
invasion. They had seen the country change as thousands of women enlisted 
in the armed forces or joined the civilian workforce to labour on farms and 
in factories. Tens of thousands of United Stated servicemen had been based 
in or passed through Australia, clear evidence that traditional ties to Britain 
were weakening. The war had left people exhausted. Its end was met with 
relief and unbridled joy. 

The Melbourne press reported revellers waging ‘a battle against any show 
of dignity, or austerity and gloom’. A young boy saw a neighbour in a line of 
singing revellers, a lady who never missed Mass and always seemed serious 
but who on VP Day celebrated as she had likely never celebrated before, 
knowing that her son would soon be coming home. In the New South Wales 
country town of Dubbo, said a Sydney paper, people behaved in a manner 
‘that would be deemed incredible in normal life.’ On the far side of the 
country in Perth, some 100,000 people crowded into the city. 

There were conga lines, civilians and men and women in uniform dancing 
together, strangers embracing, streets littered with confetti, flags flying. 
Police ignored games of two-up and the kind of revelry that would normally 
invite arrest. An elated population was swept up in celebration. 

Chifley announced a two-day holiday. He thanked the service men and 
women of the Allied nations, and he thanked the millions who had worked 
so hard for the war effort on the home front. The Australian people, said 
Chifley, ‘may be justly proud of everything they have done’. On a day 
that could never be entirely without sorrow, he also asked Australians to 
remember the dead and the bereaved. Some 40,000 Australians had lost 
their lives in the winning of this victory. On 16 August, crowds gathered 
around the country for thanksgiving services, and to more sombrely 
remember those who would not be coming home. 

VP Day brought an end to years of fighting and the return home of hundreds 
of thousands of Australians from theatres of war around the world. It 
meant the passing of a half-century darkened by global conflict and financial 
depression, and the dawn of an age both prosperous and fraught with peril – 
as the Cold War begun in the Second World War’s shadow dominated the half-
century that followed.

“Fellow Citizens – the war is over.”“Fellow Citizens – the war is over.”  
 Prime Minister Ben Chifley,   Prime Minister Ben Chifley,  
 15 August 1945 15 August 1945
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During the Second World War men and 

women of the Royal Australian Navy 

served in Australia and on seas and 

oceans around the world. Australian 

vessels took part in many of the war’s 

most significant naval campaigns.
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Encourage commemoration within 
your community, school or organisation:

HISTORY IN FOCUS
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During the Second World War many 
Australians served on the home front in 
the armed forces, and civilians devoted 

themselves to the national effort, working 
in volunteer defence and in rural and urban 

industries geared to wartime production.
anzacportal.dva.gov.au
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